
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Drone training provider, UAVAIR, recently delivered an AgSkilled supported introductory training course to 20 employees 

from the Australian Cotton Research Institute Narrabri, delivered on-site at CSIRO Myall Vale, Narrabri. 

UAVAIR delivered their three day ‘Flight Foundations’ course to Australian Cotton Research Institute staff, which delivered 3 

units of competency from their full Certificate III Aviation (Remote Pilot Visual Line of Sight). Training consisted of theory 

and practical components as well as a taste of the software and applications involved in processing the data that can be 

captured though emerging drone technologies. 

During the training the team learnt how to operate and manage remotely piloted aircraft systems (RPAS), apply regulations and 

policies during RPAS operations and to manage remote pilot aircraft systems pre and post flight actions. 

Although new to this technology, Australian Cotton Research Institute Narrabri could see the benefits of using this technology to 

capture data in their current business practices. “It was some of the best training I’ve ever done – the training covered the essentials 

of drone operation and included some very pertinent practical tips for when using the technology and analysing drone data”, said 

course participant Michael Braunack.  

Those in the class are already looking forward to completing the full qualification to become licensed to utilize the technology. Course 

participant Michael said “the training was very valuable for the researchers here and we can all see the potential to use this technology 

in the future.” Drone technology is now an affordable and effective tool being used for many different applications in the agriculture 

industry. As the technology is maturing, drones are becoming core equipment to enable faster, more accurate decision making. 

RPAS technology is currently being used for a multitude of agricultural uses including mapping, crop growth and health monitoring, 

aerial crop scouting, thermal imaging, forward crop yielding, herbicide and pesticide management and identifying emerging weed and 

insect problems. This training will provide the cotton and grain industries with the skills and knowledge required to maximise the 

benefits of drone technology in their businesses. 

AgSkilled is the NSW Government’s workforce development strategy for the NSW Cotton & Grains industries. It’s an industry led 

strategy which seeks to drive the productivity & profitability of the industries by upskilling their workforce through vocational training. 

Through AgSkilled, UAVAIR can deliver fully subsidised Flight Foundations and partially subsidised Certificate III in Aviation, Remote 

Pilot – Visual Line of Sight qualifications to those with a genuine interest in the NSW Cotton or Grains industries. 

For more information visit uavair.com.au 
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